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PRESS RELEASE 

Dryad wins the 2025 Rutronik AI³ Award: Honoring the AI early warning 
system for forest fires

 
Image: Marco Bönig, Co-Founder of Dryad Networks and Head of Hardware, and Philipp Keil, Field Application Engineer at 

Rutronik, during their presentation at the Rutronik AI³ Connect evening event. 

Ispringen, November 26, 2025 – Dryad Networks was honored at the Rutronik AI³ Connect event 
for its AI-based forest fire protection system. The innovative gas sensor detects fires within 
minutes based on fire gases. It is self-sufficient, maintenance-free, and scalable. Dryad Networks 
stood out among ten projects from Rutronik customers, impressing the judges with the highest 
score. The company impressively demonstrates how intelligent technology can protect people 
and nature. 

The Dryad Networks team received the first Rutronik AI³ Award during the Rutronik AI³ Connect gala on 
October 14. This award recognizes outstanding customer projects that demonstrate a high degree of 
intelligence through innovative AI solutions. Specifically, Dryad impressed the jury with an AI-supported 
gas sensor that detects forest fires within minutes based on fire gases. The system is self-sufficient and 
maintenance-free for over ten years. It is also cost-efficient and scalable, offering a unique solution for 
global forest protection. 

The jury evaluated ten AI-related projects from Rutronik customers based on eight criteria, including 
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degree of innovation, novelty, disruptive potential, use of intelligent algorithms, AI at the edge, and 
sustainability. Dryad's solution received the highest overall score in the selection process. "Dryad 
combines technological excellence with social relevance. The project impressively demonstrates how AI 
and sensor technology can contribute to protecting people and nature — smart, sustainable, and 
impactful,” the jury concluded. 

Congratulations to the Dryad team on this well-deserved award! 
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Rutronik Elektronische Bauelemente GmbH was founded in 
1973 and for more than five decades the independent family-
owned company based in Ispringen (Germany) stands for 
sustainable growth with a focus on high-growth future 
markets. In the fiscal year 2023, its around 1,900 employees 
generated sales of 1.24 billion euros, serving more than 
40,000 customers.  

With more than 80 offices worldwide and logistics centers in 
Austin (Texas), Shanghai, Singapore, and Hong Kong, 
Rutronik ensures comprehensive customer support in 
Europe, Asia, and North America. The company focuses on 
high-growth future markets that will shape the world of 
electronics tomorrow. These are Advanced Materials, 
Advanced Measurement, Processing & Analytics, Advanced 
Robotics, Automation, Biotechnology, Energy & Power, 
Future Mobility, IIoT & Internet of Everything, Industry 4.0, 
Medical & Healthcare, and Transportation, Logistics & Supply 
Chain. 

To serve customers in these future markets, the RUTRONIK 
AUTOMOTIVE, RUTRONIK EMBEDDED, RUTRONIK IT 
ELECTRONICS, RUTRONIK POWER, RUTRONIK SMART, 
and RUTRONIK SYSTEM SOLUTIONS initiatives bundle 
expertise, specific product portfolios, and consultancy 
support. In this regard, Rutronik relies on customized 
solutions that are tailored to the respective needs. The 
services range from competent technical support in product 
development and Design-Ins, through the diverse product 
portfolio of leading manufacturers, to the company's software 
and hardware solutions with partly patented Rutronik IP. 

Customized logistics systems, reliable supply chain 
management, and logistics centers worldwide ensure on-
time delivery. The Rutronik24 e-commerce platform 
completes Rutronik's range of services.  

Further information is available at www.rutronik.com. The 
new corporate film also provides exclusive insights into the 
history and development of Rutronik. 
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